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I come to leenemunae in 1939* following a year as chief of thf; 

artillery oflice — Berlin architect. After the invasion of Fciand 

I was released from the architect for whom 1 worked. In fall 

I Decame Generaloauinspektor fuer die Reichshauptstadt (Buildup 

inspector for Germany) under the direction of Albert Speer. i < 

was in charge of supplying all tne ir-ipofftant factories for air n< 

and other factories (Arado, Heinkel, Messerschmitt) for 
war production. 

Somehow I have the feeling he went inro the wrong direction - mis­

led by Hitler. He was a very sensitive arcnitecu. He was not 

what he later was supposed to do. I was quite surprised that 
he had turned 180° from where I Knew him. 

So in 1939 I made my first trip to Reenemunde with Heinrich Q , 

lupke (resident of Germany later on) in a management position — 

of this organization. I didn't know'hat was there, Just that 

it was a fresh new facility that needed to be built up. There 

wasn't even a place to stay so we had to return to ..'olgast wht.^ 
we stayed in a hotel. 

There was Q^ite a requirement to build Feenemunde>»up. There 

was a.ig^oup living close to the officer's club, where we 

had meals. We went to our bedroom area-covered with weed - ti 

minutes away irom the officer's club and yk minute from there 

where we worked. And all this was surrounded by barbed wire 

I worked on rue facility (assembly hall etc) test stands, and 
Siediung Karlshagen. 

Everything was under lock and key. You had one badge which a]1 .wed 

you through one gate but not the next - some let you in a lit,• 

farther. So everyone had only his own work area in which he 
could move around freely. 

This work was impressive. We see tjje test stands, i 

knew vaguely what was going on from tne dimensions we were given 
to design. 

for instar , 
" *»«•*« .-.-H-k « ^ mo-1-or.o cHmnr. 
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meters wide -  you could guess a little bit tftat tins must 
quite a cigar. We saw fcfcese things"from the Gie -  but we didn1; 
know what tney were. Sometimes we just heard a rumble and locket* 
out of the window - and sometimes it was too late to look. 

at o airport. Je know 
important people bmr we just, 

couldn't talk to fcfceA. * Everybody's mouth was locked. This wa. 
very hard to understand at this time. 

/ The bombing ©f Karlshagen was„whlle I was in Berlin. I just 
saw the results later - all the damaging or all the assembly 
halls and I thought that this could never happen again -  that '  ,is 

^ operation could work. But i t  was -  trailers were immediately .• t  up, 

^5, (Then drafted ly42 - in July, underwent training as schijaeger -
a soldier on skis for tea East Prussia. Then received meaiaal 
discharge - released to be a soldier again.) 

. „ ? r l c  

wa*e-asklog - from where, no one knew - for mathematicians, 
certain specialists in radio, skilledtwith high degrees. One 
day i  received orders to travel -  I didn't know where to go -
only to be at a certain train at a certain time - and to 
see where it  goes. Finally, at tae terminal station, I^st^ior 
in an area that m, was quite familiar to me -  it was tne stati 
at volgast. We first had to sleep in barns and haystacks, wer 
then screened for our backgrounds and then assigu i to differe 
batteries - and shared life with farmers. 

So, as a soldier, I was trained the in rbiand. Fr< lr,= 
the launching site we lived in a small village, approximately V > 
f̂ n7rW:L~ioTiCna- EVSry n°rnins "e trav9led by bus '«* 1 

'^TTtheodTt aDSOlUte ly  su re  tha t  the  -^sll. was perpenoicu. tea theodoiytes, ax1^ r r3 i i a tH-  Wg mre  

given the direction in whi^Vi -t-rw 
i t  went nm it ^ r ea l ly knew 

- only the numoer of degrees from where we were. , ost 
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Then we were told the results, we had the feeling that one skot 

to Tondon would put the whole city into ashes. It wcs tremer 

considering not only the impact but the fuel and the Knalltuc n 

effect of the tanks — the same result when you pop a paper br 
against your ear. 

In Guelzow, east of the Oder, while training on the V-2, nothi 

happened because none of the V—2s entered the atmosphere, hoi ir 

up the Finsatz (Deployment). In order to keep us in a good n< i, 

we had a talent show. This also helped us to show our gratiti ? 

to the villagers where we were staying. I was working as a 

sidewalk artist - it was HO successful that we had to repeat * j 

whole thing tne next evening. XK&X This made me known as kno m:* 

how to draw-holding a pencil in my hand. Then, one day, I 

was called into the office of the commanding off cer and aske 

to draw the instruction material witfr different perspectives. .1 

suggested to use bird's eye views from the position of the su ortin 1 « \ 
set. The whole operation was improvised firing positions, hiJ 

and run. So I drew a nice meadow somewhere with all the diff ent 

cars which had to supply the oxygen and fuel and the other po. tions 

few kilometers away from it which had to guide the V-2 into t > 

firing position by sending two different discs of radio beams, 

between these two discs was the guided ra^sile. These drqwir 

were so well accepted that j|ll the other batteries also got t 

same material. This took alot of time and it was Top Secret. 

Finally I suggested to have this printed - in some place other 

than in the village, for it was top secret and the printer w- not 

allowed to see this material - he hao never seen a missile -
lt: W3S k^aden under camouflage and canvas, oehing armed guarc . 

So I ordered to Feenemunde to get the job done. But meai ilc, 

there was not much of Peenemunde left after the British borabj 

of Karlshagen. In^hptel in Kolpinsee (1944) 1 saw%ehrser . 
There was a printer^who was also ua*er JTop ̂ ecret 

so he could do it. (jLuehrseif), didn't know what 1 was doing*z*-t( 

I didn't know what he was doing. It took us a while to realize 

that we were working on the same project, when we lifted our 

mutual secret, Luehrsen wgntjo his: superior spying - This i, 
the man we need 
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meanwuile 1 nad to report Dack. 

After two weeks, we were blasting stumps as a graining course 

blasting in the air. While we were loading several sticks of 

dynamite under a stump, i was called to General who ask-

me if I wanted to go to Peeneraunde - there was nothing to do 

here. I got orders to go there almost the next oay. I got a . or-

mittance to take off the uniform, but I still had ry military 
pass and we still had training once a week. 

It was a crazy idea really. None of the people believed i 

a successful (Ja - it could have happened) - whether this woul 

help to decide the outcome of he war. I had the feeling all 

of them were working waiting for the end - this way or the ot: r way 

Firing was like treasure hunting - dig and you'll find some­

thing that was already established, m Everything was so 

secret that not even the people in France knew where the next 

shot was going to be fired. It was a hit and run firing, ler Le 

came together in a certain position, fired and then had to =-o 
away and fire the next shot from somewhere else. 

(Keanvhile, the Organization ®odt built bunkers on the west Co ... 

to mobi^ rlefly " muoh too heavy for wartime. The inabilit. 

by the b im q81°kl7 couPled with the development of chain bom. i u 
7 e british allowed the enemy to inflict irreparable dam-

*o we had to dream up otner things'(use of quarries, submari, e firm 

^ml1\POland! "" r°°ket W6nt "P ̂  hack, 

warnead T7 *** th# 8r#Unfl' 1611 down "ith ox toinvo 
final 7 i 7™ in tren0hes W8itin® for *«8 explosion. 

rumble about PO 7" " tW° nlSht' th<Sre Was 8 tremendous 
r 77 8W87- 1,18 neXt m0rninS. the whole area ws-

the grOUnd hooause of the heat of the blast. 


