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HeIhs HILTEN ' hHuntsville

I come to Peenemunde in 1939, following a year as chief of the
artillery office - Berlin architect. Aftter the invasion ot Foland,
I was released from the architech for whom 1 worked, In fall T4,
I pvecame Generalbauinspektor fuer die Reichshauptstaat (Builo(nu
inspector for Germany) under the direction ofr Albert Speer.

was in charge of supplying all tne irpoBtant factories for air

and other factories (Arado, Heinkel, Messerschmitt) for

war production.

Somehow I have the feeling he went into the wrong direction - mig-
led by Hitler. He was a very seunsitive arcnitect. He was not
what he later was supposed to do. I was quite surprised that

he nhad turned 180° from where I xnew him,

So in 1939 I made my tirst trip to Peenemunde with Heinrich
Lupke (-resident of Germany later on) in a management position
of this organization. I didn't know hat was there, Jjust that
it was a2 fresh new facility that needed to be built up. There
wasn't even a place to stay so we had to return to .Jolgast whe.
we stayed in a hotel.

There was qBite a8 requirement to build Peenemunde,up. There
was guibe é.zgﬁup living close to the officer's club, where we
had meals. VWe went to our bedroom area-covered with weed - t.

minutes away trom the officer's club and ¥ minute from there
where we worked. And all this was surrounded by barbed wire
I worked on tne facitity (assembly hall etc) test stands, and
Sieaiung Karlshagen.

Everything was under lock and key. You had one badge which u]
you through one gate but not the next - some let you in a lit.
farther., So everyone had only his own work area in which ne
coula move around freely.

» coul
This work was impressive. We aﬂﬂ‘u e the test stands. |

kuew vaguely what was going on trom thne dimengions we were fiven

to design. «uL4aumu-uhat—&a—ve&gnea_ompty—aﬂd—whaj/&t—woigheo
ﬁi1;Qg,uihh~wﬂat~ue—oal}—kartoffei’ﬂehnapps‘,ﬂaa&i1 ror instia
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Giccormed ™
meters wiade - you could guews a liEElezg%F that tuis nust
quite a cigar. e saw Hhese things’trom the Oie - but we dida:
know what tney were, Sometimes we Just heara a rumble and locked
out of the window - and sometimes it was too late to look. mu—
i t. deotknew—rt—

S€Ty - : XPraust, \
couldn't valk to %¥5§; fhﬁeryboay's mouth was locked. This wa
very hard to understand at this time.
. boim Sof
The—bombing of Karlshagen was/while I was in Berlin. I just
saw the results later - all the damaging of all the assembly
halls and I thought that this could never happen again - that

operation comld work. But it was - trailers were immediately :

(Then drafted 1942 - in July, underwent training as schijaeger -
a soldier on skis for kum East Prussia. Then received medieal
discharge - released to be a soldier again.)

o Cami o T HEE
Th0pe—wes—quite/eﬁ~tnteresttag request et—thot—$ime. —roople

were—sasking - from where, no one kneww;&ﬁgr mathematicians,

certain specialists in radio, skilled.with high degrees. One

day 1 received orders to travel - I didn't know where to g0 -

only to be at a certain train at a certain time - and t?i“.s iaall
see where it goes, Finally, at the terminal station, I was st’ ing
in an area tnat Wy was quite familiar to me - it was the stata

at “olgast, We first nad to sleep in barns and haystacks, wer

then screfned for our backgrounds and then assign 1 to differec

batteries -~ and shared lite with farmers.

So, as a soldier, I was trained xii;-in the V-2 in roland. yr
the launching site we lived in a small village, approximately

20 km away - Debicna, Every morning we travelea by bus to the
firing position.

We had to make absotutely sure that the missile was perpenaicu.

“fvia tneodolytes,-Lemrea/mihictnpezoxﬁ&aﬂ?%&an&. We were only

given the direction in which to fire. nohégag really knew whe.
it went - only the numoer of degrees from where we were. i.ost




Then we weé%’told the results. we had the feeling that one shot
to Tondon would put the whole city into ashes. It wos treme:
considering not only the impact but the fuel and the Knalltuc
etfect of the tanks - the same result when you pop a paper b:
against your ear.

In Guelzow, east of the 6der, while training on the V-2, noth:
happened because none ot the V-2s entered the atmosphere, hol
up the Einsatz (Deployment). In order to keep us in a good 1
we had a talent show. ‘his also helped us to show our gratit:
to the villagers where we were staying. I was working as a
sidewalk artist - it was wo successful that we had to repeat
whole thing the next evening. IK#X This made me known as kno
how to draw-holding a pencil in my hand. Then, one day, I

was called into the office of the commanding off cer and aske
to draw the instruction material with different perspectives.,
suggested to use bird's eye views from the position of the su
set. The whole operation was 1mprov1bed firing p081t10ns, hi-
and run. So I drew a nice meadow somewhere with all the daiff
cars which had to supply the oxygen and fuel and the other po. i
few kilometers away from it which had to guide the V-2 into t
firing position by sending two different discs of radio beam:.
Between these two discs was the guided missile. These drgwir
were so well accepted that all the other batteries also got ¢
same material. This took q}ot of time and it was Top Secret.
Finally I suggested to have this printed - in some place othe:
than in the village. for it was top secret and the printer w:
allowed to see this material - he hac never seen a missile -

it was hidden under camouflage and canvas, behing armed guarc
So I éSt ordered to Feenemunde to get the job done. But mea:
there was not much of Ieenemﬁnde left arter the drltish bombi
of Karlshagen, In‘s hotel in Yolpin ee (1944) 1 sawALuehrse..
There was a printer4who was also un-er,zop,Becret ﬁgﬁEﬁithhu<b
so he could do it. QLuehrseu% dian't know what 1 was doingatq(
I didn't know what he was doing. It took us a while to realize
that we were working on the same project. when we lirted our
mutual secret, Lpehrs weBt“Eg Ris sugfrior sqying - This 1:
the man we need. e
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meanwnile 1 nad to report back.

After two weeks, we were blasting stumps as a ¥raining coursc
blasting in the air. While we were loading several sticks of
dynamite under a stump, 1 was called to General who ask
me if I wanted to go to Peenemunde -~ there was ncthing to do
here. I got orders to 80 there almost the next “0y. I got &
mittance to take off the uniform, but I still had 7 military

pass and we still had training once a week. RS

Ixx It was a crazy idea really., None of the people believed i

a8 successful (Ja - it could have happened) - whether this wou'

help to decide the outcome of "he war. I had the feeling all

of them were working waiting for the end - this way or the ot way.

Firing was like treasure hunting - dig and you'll find some-
thing that was already established., u& Everything was so

secret that not even the people in France knew where the next
shot was going to be fired. It was a hit and run firing. Yec le
came together in a certain position, fired and then had to go
away and fire the next shot from somewhere else.

@banwhile, the Organization @odt built bun&ers on the vest Co
Describes briefly - much too heavy for wartime. The inabilit
to mobilize quickly coupled with the development of chain bom
by the british allowed the enemy to inflict irreparable dam:

"0 we had to dresuw up otner thingsf(use of quarries, submuri:

Back in Poland: The rocket went up 1,50 meters, cime back,
Jammed t'e whole table into the ground, tell down with its o:
warnead. We were buried in trenches waiting for the explosic:,
“e finally left and at two that night, there was a tremendous
rumble about 20 km away. The next morning, the whole ares w:-:
burnéd to the ground because of the heat of the bplast.




