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RVIEW WITH Frank Williams

1 1} chatting if that 1s all nght with you. I am an ex- Air gorce Oihcer, 1n
h ting, and 1 tried to get that kind of assignment or something that hafl to do with rockets
d space in the Air Worce at the time and I couldn’t convince them to do phat so I decided that |

suld et out of the \ir Force and find a job some place on my own thaywould get me into

wmssiles and space missiles. but I could see space coming. Jhat was in ‘57. So, |
accepted a job to jo ! d actually started worRing 1n I‘ebruary, rnght
ifter Explorer 1, in In fact, I was alfd\gdy in Birmingham

getting everything gady to come up her ) | just i about it on the radiON\When |

interviewed for the\Vob they told me about, they wanted to set up an advanced §esign facility
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lab (Mrazak’s lab). So, I got there and they starjed hiring people

In the structurc

+1 1 w111 that t1n AC'A Ade | ¢ R
t0o be 1n the design groul ut that tim \ decided 1o form a group

launch vehicle and they had\on Braun

S0, vOon praun came down at

first meeting and we

So I talked to Herman and
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took 1t ofl
liked what you hax
g1Ve 1l to him and he ¢ ud, wi 10N L you go with me Soldid
wsked a lot of questiory and so forth. So to make a long
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ind he left and took over another j0b
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After that, he askeg/me to set up a program development group, a lai

in all and I did th§t. I convinced them to start rotating the guys ¢

group for a period? x months as required so I didn’t have to hire all

'hen, he asked me to g to Houston and take over the space station office yith Frank Be

During that vear, two ghings happened. One, the agency decided they ¢ {dn’t do but
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the shuttle or the spacejtation. So. they decided on the shuttle. Then
come to Washington e went in ‘72 and stayed until *78. After

and stayed with them Y 4 years. We had a change of man
- / 1471 A

ICOTEC LA

rize Tom. He g

FW at was in ‘69. I was there for nine months. durine the
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INSERTS / CLARIFICATIONS -- Frank Williams interview #2 -- 11-11-98

(s

+ I had seen what happens when people are in an awkward,
g)t-personal situation. And it ain't worth it. (Explaining
’) his leaving ERWxafkmx Martin Marietta after 14 years)
\ Just like Wernher when he was up there (in Wash.) He didnt
\dﬁ

—

want to reaveé NASA, but it was uncomfortable. So he said,

~“S8ayoriara,’ and he Teft.
T OIS ettt 20
' Tom Paine and George Low both wanted Wernher up there. He

§ was ERExkimd going to be the visionary, the promoter,
O the future activities planner. They even used the term ''Mr.
; Outside," because he could mesmerize Congress. He got along

well w/ the public. He was a great public speaker. Anytime
that anybody could stand up and make NASA and space look
good and just mesmerize the people, Wernher could do it.

We talked about space station, the shuttle, Earth
observation from orbit, going to man on Mars, nuclear
propulsion and all that.

(¢ T3>

FW -- (vindictive) against anybody. He did not mind anybody to
disagree w/ him, as long as they were willing to talk
abt it -- why they thought what they thought, how they
arrived at their conclusion. And if they were right, then
he'd modify his position or understanding. Or he would
debate w/ them. And he didnt always try to resolve any
disagreement. 'Okay, you think that way, I think the other
way. There's probably some reason why. It's somewhere in
th middle. One of these days we'll figure it out,' and he'd
just leave it there.

(Pg 2

W -- And one of the key things my minister was interested in was the top
of "Science & Religion." And he was absolutely mesmerized
at Wernher's willingness and veracity in talking about that
subject and saying, in fact, there is no problem between
science & religion, that they are so compatible and
that science is so mutually supportive of religion.
Wernher, to sum it up in one sentence, said, "God opens
doors for us every now and then in the science domain.
When it's time for us to do it, and it has a purpose, He
opens doors. Sometimes the door leads to weaponry, but it
also lets other things do good for humanity. And now 1544//%:£L
He's opening up Space and we'll learn moreAabout God's power
and wisdom and Creation. We're really just at the threshold,
and He's using science to better let us know what He, in
fact, has created.
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reoree prett anglev. | had met him there

was a couple of commuittees that involved with him in the AIAA. T have
never heard of that situation about (Georg have been with both Tom and George when

they have been with von Braun and 1 have seen nothing but the greatest mutual respect and
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admiration and in fact, real kinmanship. In fact, von Braun was more comfortable talking with
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really relating 10 people and
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people into the conversation. He was a eood listener and he was ¢

1 very God-fearing person. He was a deeply religious 1
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involvement 1n the church, I don’t know that he went to church very

ften 11
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him going to church. I did witness several occa:

Al

had detailed discussion and dialogue with what I would call
happened to be the minister of the Methodist church there in | the minister to
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INSERTS -- Pg. 3 --- Frank Williams interview

FW -- He believes he can learn something from everybody. Really.
He truly listens to everﬂ%ﬁb’he talks to, and he is one
of the few people 1've ever knowm that, when he engages
somebody in a discussion, that person has his total attn.
And he talks to everybody at their level. There are few
people I know that can do that. And he is in fact a team
thinker and motivator when he's kakXkx talking to people. le
wants to know what they think, how they feel, and he tries
to draw them out to think broader, think deeper, think bigger

-- and thiti)-D‘QQ\i?ink Yus 7. sPE S nat VT did this  SLedid
”team, "

that," it's '"We did this, we did that," and "we can do this.
He had a unique talent in that regard, and that was 1 of his
key strengths. I never remem him saying "I did so-and-so."

It was always ''When we did so-and-so..."

literally thought abt '"mew frontiers,'" in his own life and
in everything he touched. He was always looking for unique
things to do in space, but he also sought new books to read,
new frontiers mfxkmaxmimg to explore, himself -- he loved to
travel. He loved to be doing different things. The only real
things I couldnt get him involved in were tennis and golf.

I tried to get him into both of those, but he said they both
take km@x too long to do. But we went scuba diving together,
we xmaxedx flew, we soared, we sailed. He'd go skeet shooting,
take hikes

FW -- (recalled time when he & v.B were on trip to West Coast in '58 or
so, w/ NACA committee business. v.B's pic had been on cover
of Newsweek or Time or some magazine just few days before.
They had a late afternoon and all evening to kill in San Fran-
cisco before catching 1 a.m. 'redeye" flight back east. Frank
came up w/ plan to go to Mark Hopkins Hotel & hav couple of
drinks at Top of the Mark lounge, then have din in Chinatown.
In "Top" lounge, couple of men recognized v.B & invited them
over to their table for drinks. Then more jmkmesd recog him,
and joined group. Were abt 10 before long. Kept having drinks.
v.B gave Frank a look, & Frank left table, arranged for

maitre 'd to page him, then bring phone to table for fake
call, in which Frank pretended to agree to an immed. meeting
elsewhere for v.B. So they escaped, went to din. in Chinatown.
Still had couple of hours to kill, so went to popular jazz
nightspot, the Purple Onion. Enjoyed couple of hours there,
then left to have parking valet bring car around. v.B got in
passenger side, Frank walked around to driver's side to leave
for airport, when policeman stopped him and gak##l®dr him over
to make sure he hadnt had too much to drink. Frank asked,
"Anything I can do for you, officer?" Officer said, '"Is that




ADD to Pg. 3 INSERTS -- Frank Williams interview

T !‘W.‘u/ OMMLMWCM\

Wernher von Braun, the rocket scientist, who just got in the car?"

Frank said, '"Well, yes, it is. We were jé on our way to the airport."

Frank declined, said thanks, said we hav plenty of time, know the way.
3 , Frank got in car, v.B asked, '"What was that all about?"

Frank told him the police officer had recognized him & asked if

there was anything he could do for us. Frank xepkikmdxx® said he had

told officer, "Why, yes, we'd like a siren escort to the airport."

Von Braun reacted, "Oh, no!!" Police pulled off, then Frank drove

away. ''On the way to th airport, he said, 'You know, Frank, every

now and then it's kinda nice to be recognized. It makes you feel good.

But it sure has its drawbacks. If I ever wanted to go to a house of ill

repute, some so-and-so would recognize me and it would get right back

home . "
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