
PETER . -
PF.TROFj?. -- interview (most taped) 6-4-99 in his offices 

(see notes for early parts) 

Northrop hired him -- (Ret. Maj. Gen. John) Barclay hired him --
in Melbourne then w/ Radiation Inc. (later Harris) or Orlando 
area -- Barclay offered him $150,000 in R&D money if he'd join 
Northrop & move to Hsv. -- in abt 1963 -- which he did. 

"That's th way I got to know Dr. v. Braun. 

Petroff had his big catamaran in "Go-Day Acres" (sp.?) on 
Lake Guntersville, &'*v. Braun had small houseboat, for socializing 
& drinking & so on."K "So v.Braun came to see th boat. He was very 
curious. And he was this xfcaf stiff German. There was no 'Peter' 
or k&shk 'Bob' or anything like that. This was Mister. 
'Well. Mr. Petroff, what do you do?' My wife talked from begind 
me: He is~X(unintelligble) sharecropper.' Von Braun said, 'Well, 
how about $63 million R&D?' I said, 'Sure, where do I sign?''I 
always want to know how much I can expect (can spend?). ^ But 
this was for real. He tried to get me Gs-16. But I didn't have 
citizen ship, so this was almost impos to do. So he gave me (GS) -15. 

With NASA. 
Couple days later, man named Bob , who worked for Hermann 
Weidner, called & said why don'tx&s you come (out), I'll make an 

offer. Went to work for Dr. Bill Johnson, in a staff position, 
in area that sort of controlled th R&D at MSFC -- working w/Johnson 
directly for v.Braun. Involved in overseeing R&D projects 

"But v. Braun was mainly int. in space travel. And he knew tht 1^ 
had been doing instrumentation controls for (AF & NASA??) satellites. 
I worked for orbital observatory laboratory for ... Nimbus, for 

Titan 1, 2, 3, Apollo 1. v interplanetary^, 

"""The way he (v.B) put it, he said, "When we go inj^space travel, 
we hav 2 problems: how to keep people occupied, for months at a 
time w/ nothing to do. I don't want just th logarithmic tables, so 
the pilots can figure out where they are & HsfcxyKfcxdiaxHgx^S:^ how 
they are doing. I want them to hav all the symphonies of Beethoven, 
& I want also "I Love Lucy" & "Perry Mason."! Mozart, Bach, 

Haydn & 
No. 2: an the great com-
"He also wanted jnemory (computer). He said posers, 
'If you have enough memory, you can do anything.' 
(Petroff used plural "memories") "I said, "Sure, 
I can do that." "But I'm going to need about 15 cubic meters 
of space." He said, 'You're not going to get it. How abt one 
cubic foot?' 

When v.B came to look at Petroff's 65-ft boat, discovered they both 
knew civil engineering professor (Kirkel??) at Darmstadt (?)... 
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" V o n  B r a u n ' s  p r o b l e m s  . . .  h e  w a s  l i k e  ( u n i n t e l l i g i b l e )  i n  G r e e k  
d r a m a  a b t  t h e  g o d s .  ( h a d  h i m  r e p e a t )  V o n  B r a u n  r e m i n d s  m e  o f  
a  G r e e k  d r a m a  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  f i g h t s  b e t w  t h  g o d s .  W h a t  t h  G r e e k  
g o d s  d i d  .  .  .  2 , e u s ,  t h e  b i g s h o t ,  h a s  g i v e n  s e l e c t e d  p e o p l e  j u s t  
e n o r m o u s  c a p a b i l i e s .  v o n  b r a u n .  t o r  i n s t a n c e ! H e  w a s  n o t  o n l y  
a  t o p - n o t c h  e n g i n e e r  6 c  p h y s i c i s t ,  b u t  h e  w a s  a  v i s i o n a r y .  O n  t o p  
o f  t h a t ,  h e  c o u l d  c o n v i n c e  a n y b o d y  o f  a n y t h i n g . T h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  
w i t h  h i s  p e o p l e ,  t h e  G e r m a n s  ( h e  b r o u g h t  o v e r  t o  b e  h i s  d e p u t i e s  
6 c  l a b  c h i e f s ) .  W h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  a l l  t h  G e r m a n s  h e r e ,  i n  t h  U . S . ,  
w e r e  b y  d e f i n i t i o n  N a z i s .  Y o u  c o u l d n ' t  w o r k  ( i n  G e r m a n y )  i f  y o u  
w e r e  n o t .  F o r  s e l f - d e f e n s e  ( f r o m  J u s t i c e  D e p t . ' s  O S I  i n v e s t i ­
g a t o r s ) ,  w h a t  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  h i r e  c o m p e t e n t  
A m e r i c a n s .  S o  b y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e y  w e r e  h i r i n g  d u m m i e s .  A l l  t h e  
d e p u t i e s  t o  a l l  t h e  l a b  c h i e f s  w e r e  G K X K I H K X ^  a l l  d u m m i e s .  T h e  
r e a s o n  \  : o m p e t e n t  d e p u t i e s ^ w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e m ,  

t h e  J e w s  ( i n  O S I )  a r e  g o i n g  t o  c h e c k  t h e m  o u t  t h r u  t h  A m e r i c a n s ^  
t h e  w a y  t h e y  d i d  ^  w /  A r t h u r  R u d o l p h .  . . .  ( e t e ,  e t c . )  

( s a i d  a b o v e  w a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l )  

" T h i s  w a s  a  t r a g e d y .  Z e u s  c r e a t e d  a  g u v .  v o n  B r a u n  - -  w a y ,  w a y  
a b o v e  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e .  B u t  l i t t l e  g u y s ,  f r o m  j e a l o u s i e s ,  o r  f o r  
f u n ,  m e s s e d  u p  w h a t  t h e  b i g s h o t  w a s  d o i n g .  A  t y p i c a l  G r e e k  d r a m a .  
T h i s  w a s  t r a g i c .  B u t  v . B r a u n  h a d  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  
t h o s e  g u y s j ^ t h a t  h e  c a m e  w x h f c ,  w i t h .  B u t  h e  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  f o r c e  t h e m  
t o  s t & t f  t h i n k i n g  d i f f e r e n t l y  ( w e r e  s t i c k i n g  t o  m u c h  w /  t h e  o l d ,  t r i e d ,  
t r u e ,  c o n v e n t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  6 c  r e s i s t i n g  t r y i n g  t h e  n e w ,  t h e  
i n n o v a t i v e ,  t h e  f u t u r e  t e c h n o l o g i e s . . . ) .  
" W h e n  v .  B r a u n  w e n t  t o  W a s h ,  t o  f i t g h t  f o r  t h e  m o n e y  f o r  S p a c e  
S h u t t l e ,  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  g o t  t h  m o n V y  h e  l e f t  N A S A . . . h e  l e f t  f o r  
F a i r c h i l d . . . "  ( ? ? ? ? )  

B W - - v . B r a u n ' s  o w n  l i f e  h a d  e l e m e n t s  o f  G r e e k  t r a g e d y .  H e  m s s x t k i x  
a i ® H x f c x B i y £ : h x K x £ x g & r s x w k H  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o n e  o f  h i s  l i f e l o n g  g o a l s  i n  
a n  a l m o s t  m y t h i c  w a y  - -  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  n o t  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  1 0  
y e a r s  a f t e r  l i t t l e  E x p l o r e r  1  s a t e l l i t e  w e n t  u p  w i t h  t h i s  g o d a w f u l  
h u g e  S a t u r n  V ,  a n d  w e  g o  t o  t h  M o o n  a n d  r e t u r n  s a f e l y ,  t i m e  6 c  t i m e  
a g a i n .  A n d  t h e n  h i s  l i f e  t u r n s  d o w n w a r d . . . g r e a t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n  
W a s h . ,  i l l  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e n  j o i n e d  F a i r c h i l d  6 c  s o o n  b e c a m e  d e a t h l y  i l l .  

P P - - T h e  m i d g e t s  d i d  i t  ( t o  h i m ) .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  ( d e p u t i e s )  m i d g e t s ,  
w h i c h  t h e  G e r m a n  m i d g e t s ^ t t f c t h i r e d  ( a t  M S F C ) .  

" T h e  g o d s  g a v e  h i m  t o o  m u c h  t a l e n t .  T h e  l e s s e r  w j f e :  g o d s  t h r e w  
u p  a l l  t h e s e  h i n d r a n c e s .  B u t " h e  w a s  g e t t i n g  o l d  a n d  d i d n ' t  

w a n t  t o  f i g h t  t h e m  a n y m o r e . " ( i n  H s v . ?  i n  W a s h . ? )  S o  h e  

l e f t  f o r  F a i r c h i l d .  
( c o n t '  d )  
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